[K] “‘Their hands are upon what is evil’— They harm each other with 
their hands and then ask for a favor. 


[L] “‘The prince asks’— Where can he receive his bribe? 


[M] “And the judge is ready for a bribe’— [He says] ‘Pay me and I 
will pay you.’ 


[N] “‘And the great man utters the evil desire of his soul; thus they 
weave it together’— They make their speech a cover, they make it 
a screen for their sins. And who will undo it [the screen]? 


[O] “*The best of them is like a brier, [the most upright of them worse 
than a thorn hedge. The day of your watchmen, of your punishment 
has come; now their confusion is at hand.]’ (Mic. 7:4)— The best 
of them are like these thorns. 


[P] ““The most upright of them worse than a thorn hedge’— The 
upright of them are like these thorns. 


[Q] “‘The day of their watchman, of their punishment, has come.’ The 
day which you have looked forward to is your downfall. The day 
which we have hoped for to bring us relief has come to us with 
locusts. 


[R] “‘Now their confusion is at hand.’ Because they are agitated and 
cry, rain falls.” 


[S] Said R. Simeon b. Laqish, “The repentance that the men of 
Nineveh carried out was deceitful.” 


[T] What did they do? 


[U] R. Hunah in the name of R. Simeon b. Halaputa: “They set up 
calves inside, with the mothers outside, lambs inside, with the 
mothers outside, and these bellowed from here, and those 
bellowed from there. 


[V] “They said, ‘If we are not shown mercy, we shall not have 
mercy on them.’ 


[W] “This is in line with that which is written: ‘How the beasts 
groan! The herds of cattle are perplexed because there is no 
pasture for them; even the flocks of sheep are dismayed’” (Joel 
1:18). 


[X] Said R. Aha, “In Arabia that is how they act [toward their 
beasts, treating them cruelly].” 


